OHAPTEE IV

ELIZABETH  AND  MARY  STUART:  1559-1568

WHEN Elizabeth mounted the throne, it was taken for
granted that she was to marry, and marry with the
least possible delay. This was expected of her, not
merely because in the event of her dying without issue
there would be a dispute whether the claim of Mary
Stuart or that of Catherine Grey was to prevail, but for
a more general reason. The rule of an unmarried woman,
except provisionally during such short interval as
might be necessary to provide her with a husband, was
regarded as quite out of the question. It was the custom
for the husbands of heiresses to step into the property
of their wives and stand in the shoes, so to speak, of
the last male proprietor, in order to perform those
duties which could not be efficiently performed by a
woman. Elizabeth's sister, while a subject, had no
thought of marrying. But her accession was considered
by herself and every one else to involve marriage. If
the nobles of England could have foreseen that Eliza-
beth would elude this obligation, she would probably
never have been allowed to mount the throne. Her mar-
riage was thought to be as much a matter of course,
and as necessary, as her coronation.
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